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OSWEST.  RY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  the  YEAR 


19  4  5 


L,  WILSON  SVAliS,  M.O,,  M.B,,  D.P.H 


To  The  Ohairnian  and  Members  of 

The  Oswestry  Rural  District  Oounoil# 


Mr  Ohairman  and  Gentleman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual 
report  for  1945*  The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  it 
should  bo  prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  I944>  eo  it  again  will 
be  loss  oompreheneive  than  before  the  war. 

The  report  includes  notes  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  matters  with  which  he  is  more  directly  oonoorned.  I 
would  express  my  thanks  to  Mr  Haskayne  for  his  help  during  the 
year  and  al.BO  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  ready 
oo^-operation. 


1  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
L*  WILSON  EVANS. 


NamOf' 


Public  Health  Staff. 

Qualifi options.  Office  Held. 


Whole  or 
gart  time. 


L.  Wilson  Evans.  M.B.,  B.S.,  L.R.O.P.,  Medical  Officer 

M.R.O.S.,  D.P.H.  of  Health.  Part. 


H.  Haskayne. 

Oert.HtSan.l. 

Housing  and 

M .  8 » X  .A . 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Meat  Inspector.  Whole. 

£•  D.  Evans. 


Clerk  and 

Assistant.  Whole. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Btatlstios  for  the  Year  I9A5» 


Popalation» 

Bstlmated.  I678O. 


Births. 

Total 

Legitimate. 

135- 

120. 

255. 

Illegitimate. 

10. 

24. 

34. 

Total 

145. 

144*  289. 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000 

population. 

17.2. 

Birth  rate  ner 
•« 

1,000 

population.  England  and  Wales. 

16. 1. 

Still  Births. 

M. 

F.  Total. 

Legitimate • 

5. 

4.  .  9. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

5. 

4-  9. 

Still  births  per  1,000 

population. 

0.54 

Still  births  per  1,000 

population*  England  and  Wales. 

0.46 

Deaths.  Infants  under 

I  year. 

Mi 

F.  Total. 

Legitimate. 

5. 

5.  10.  > 

Illegitimate. 

^  T 

•  -L  e 

Total. 

5. 

6.  1,1. 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births «  38. 

Infant  mortality  p:5r  1,000  births#  England  and  Wales.  46 • 

Deaths.  Mf  Fo  Total?. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29940382 


10.5. 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
Death  rate  per  1,000 


population 


population. 


England  and  Wales. 


M. 

F* 

Deaths 

from 

Measles 

21ile 

Nil 

Deaths 

from 

Wiio oping  Cough. 

mio 

hUl 

Deaths  from 
two  years. 

Diarrhoea 5  under 

r  e 

Deaths 

from 

maternal  causes 

tra  n 

Chief  causes  of  Deaths 

ir  r  t  i  i  f  i  ^  . - |-  i^ii  m  > j  i  i 

H  0  F . 


Heart  Disease. 

Intra- cranial  Vascular 

Cancers 

Bronchitis* 

Suicide  and  Violence. 
Tuber  cralc  sis. 
Appendicites. 


35-  34 

Lesion*  8.  10 

7.  XC 

3 

6 .  0 

4 «  2 

2.  2 


II  .4. 


The  esj;imated  rorclation 


more  than  last  year.  Tho  total 


yea 

record  Iott  figure.  The  favourable  state  of  infant  mortality 
noted  last  year  has  been  maintained  mil  oh  is  further  improved 
by  a  reduction  of  still  births.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be 
able  to  report  that  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  there  were 
no  deaths  of  mother’s  as  a  result  of  childbirth. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Distribution  aocordln^  to  age  and  sex> 


Age*  Diptheria*  Dysentry#  Measles*  Pneumonia*  Soarlet  Whooping 

Fever*  Oough. 


Years* 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M* 

F. 

H 

F* 

Mt 

F* 

M. 

F* 

0-1. 

—  •  —  # 

«w#  i 

M  ^  . 

3. 

I* 

I. 

I. 

^  • 

•**  • 

I. 

1-3 

—  •  —  • 

s 

«*itf  4 

10* 

6* 

• 

«««  a 

3. 

—  • 

% 

2. 

3-5 

—  •  —  • 

«M«  A 

II* 

4* 

••  • 

M*«  ^ 

I  * 

3. 

I. 

2. 

5-10 

—  •  —  # 

I* 

-* 

34. 

17. 

I. 

2. 

15- 

12. 

3. 

2. 

10-15 

—  •  —  • 

-• 

4* 

3- 

m 

«M*  A 

II. 

II. 

2. 

— « 

li5-£5 

2  •  —  • 

E. 

1. 

• 

0 

f-i 

3. 

3. 

2. 

• 

CO 

2. 

—  • 

25745 

1-. 

— * 

6* 

If- 

—  * 

-* 

■  3-' 

If 

$ 

—  * 

— "f 

i 

45-63 

-*  — . 

. 

•—  0 

/ 

1* 

3* 

— * 

— ■*. . 

•  —9 

65  and  over  # . 

^^9 

«»**g 

1-. 

1. 

— • 

— • 

— • 

totals 

3. 

3- 

1.* 

• 

CO 

35. 

7.  • 

8* 

l23^* 

29. . 

6. 

7. 

The  3  oases  of  Diptheria  were  nonr-civlii.an*  I4  Qf  t^he  cases  of.  Measles 
were  non-civilian,  2  cases  of  Pneumonia  wore  non-civilian,  and  88  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever. 


One  o^se  of  Erysipelas  was  notified,  and  One  case  of  O^almia  Neonatorum* 


Distribution  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year* 


Dysentry 

e  Measles  0 

Pneumonia. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 
Oough . 

M  *  F « 

Mo  F* 

M 

V 

0  X’  • 

H.  F* 

11  *. 

F. 

Jan  Ist-Meiroh  3Ist* 

I.  I. 

51. 

5 

9  6  e 

52.  6. 

.1  t 

I. 

Apr#lst-Jun0  30't3i. 

2.  -* 

6.  4* 

2 

•  2  • 

51.  13 » 

« 

July  Ist-Sept  30 

—  *  —  • 

1. 

- 

*  —  . 

6.  3* 

1. 

2. 

Oot.Ist-Deo  31st. 

—  •  —  • 

1. 

•  —  » 

12»  7  • 

4- 

4- 

Of  the  62  Civilian  Oases  of  Scarlet.  Fever 

39  wore  removed  to 

the 

Isolation  Hospital* 
oivilisn  population 

There  ' 

4 

were  no  cases 

1  of 

Diptheria  among 

the 
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Diptheria  Immunisation, 


Under  5  years.  5-15  ?/ears» 


Number  of  children 
who  had  full  course 
of  injections  in 

1945  a3j-  50, 

Estimated  child 

population  15  350.  2600. 

Percentage  of  child 
population  considered 
to  be  immunised  by 

December  31 st  1944  50^  91^ 

The  figures  for  immunisation  are  much  the  same  as  last  year,  about 
a  third  of  the  children  who  reached  the  age  of  7,  year  were  immunised, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  parents  do  not  take  this  easy  and 
safe  method  of  having  their  children  protected  from  a  dangerous 
disease* 

Expierienoe  of  the  result  of  immunisation  has  shown  ifehat  where  a 
child  has  had  preventive  injections  in  infancy,  the  ideal  age  being 
eight  of  nine  months,  it  is  advisable  for  one  further  dose  to  be 
given  when  it  enters  school,  this  strengthens  the  protection  given 
in  infancy,  and  ensures  that  the  loss  of  immunity  that  has  taken  place 
during  the  interval  will  be  fortified.  All  parents  w'hen  having  their 
infants  immunised  sliould  be  imformed  of  the  advisability  of  this 
boosting  dose* 


Tuberculosis. 


New  oases* 

Service  oases* 

Oases  tronefered  from  other 
districts. 

Admitted  to  Sanatorium  and 
Ho spital. 


Respiratory . 

M*  F, 

2.  4® 

4  •  —  * 

1.  3« 

2.  I. 

I.  2. 


Non  Respiratory. 
Mo'  f; 


Deaths. 
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Oasee  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  on  Decgalaer  ^let  1921.^. 

Respiratory.  K.  F.  Hon  Respiratory.  M.'  F. 

31*  29.  23.  26. 

SoalDies^ 

Seventeen  families  affected  with  scabies  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  health  department  during  the  year,  this  inoludad 
fo'  rty  oases  of  the  disease,  most  of  them  cleared  up  soon  after 
treatment#  In  one  fauiily  the  disease  recurred  on  tvTO  oooasione 
duribg  the  year  after  intervals  of  three  or  four  months;  except  in 
families,  the  disease  did  not  spread  and  there  were  no  outbreaks 
in  any  school. 


Water  Supplies. 

Approximate  percentage  of  houses  and  persons 

with  a  piped  water  supply.  50^^ 

Approximate  percentage  of  houses  and  persons  rv* 

supplied  by  stand  pipes.  50^ 

The  conditions  of  the  water  s^applies  reported  in  previous  reports 
are  unchanged.  An  improvement  is  anticipated  as  a  result  of  the 
scheme  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  by  the  Consultant  Water 
Engineer,  Major  Waters. 

Ruyton  XI  Towns  probably  stands  first  in  urgency  for  an  improved 
water  supply,  other  areas  where  a  piped  water  supply  is  needed  are 
Erankton,  Morton.  Kinnerley  (Pentre.  and  Melverleyf ,  The  Raoecouree 
Rhosygadfa,  Selattyn,  The  Sarn,  Treflaoh  and  West  Felton* 

Report  on  Samples  taken  during  the  Year. 

Trefonen  Supply. 

Bacteriological  report  on  Raw  Water  from  Trefonen  Main. 

Presumptive  BoOoli  50  in  100  mlso 

Faeoal  Ooli  Absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22q  35 
Viable  bacterial  count  at  37  52  per  li1. 
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■Bact orioloKi  cal  r e-oo _r t  on 


Chliri  np  torT  rrato;^  Pant  jJaiiit 


uoli  absent  in  100  nlso 
Viable  bacterial  count  at  22^  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  37  absent. 

Insufficient  vrater  from  Residual  Chlorine  = 

Pant  Supply « 

Bact eriolor<ical  report  on  Unchlorinated  Water  from  Pant  Mai.n» 

Presumptive  3.  Coli  90  in  100  mis.. 

Faecal  Coli  absent, 

Via.ble  bacterial  count  at  22^  75  pe^i  ml  * 

Viable  bacterial  co^mt  at  37^  06  per  ml, 

N  an  t  M  au  r  Su  pply  > 

Bactericlop;ical  report  on  Ran  Hater  from  Uant  Maur « 

Presumptive  Be  Coli  3  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  Coli  absent. 

Visible  bacterial  count  at  22^  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  37^  10  per  ml. 

Kaesbury  Supply, 

Bacteriolofcical  report  on  Unchlorina^ted  YJater  from  Maesbury  Main* 
B-  Coli  absent  in  100-  mis. 

Faecs-1  Coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22q  7  pen  ml. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  37  15  per  ml. 

Maesbury  Supply ^ 

Bacteriolorcical  re^,Dort  on  Chlorinated  T/ater  from  Haesbury  Ilain^ 


c  r.  Coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

0 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22^  1  pen  ml. 
Viable  baoterial  count  at  37  4  pen  ml. 

Insufficient  uater  from  Residual  Chlorine, 
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HOUSING. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ,,  ,,  ,,  ^229 

HOUSING  PROGRAIjiH . 

It  has  been  decided  to  erect  iiouses  in  the  following  Parishes 

Gobowon  . . 

Llan3niiynech  ..... 

Ruyton  XI  Towns  . 

&t  Hart ins  . 

Selattyn 

West  Felton  . . . « » 

’•-'hittington  ..... 

Total  . . 

These  will  all  contain  3  or  4  Bedrooms. 

Work  has  been  recommenced  on  the  l6  houses  at  Weston  Rhyn,  which 
has  been  held  up  during  the  war,  they  are  expected  to  be  completed 
during  the  coming  year,  it  is  also  hoped  that  the  temporary  bungalows 
will  be  ready  for  occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  they  arc  being 


erected  as  follows:-  Gobowen  . .  10 

1-orda  .  9 

Whittington  .  9 


As  information  of  the  number  of  applicants  for  houses  becomes 
available  it  is  evident  tha.t  a  formidable  task  to  provide  sufficient 
houses  confronts  the  Council#  Six  hundred  and  twenty  applications 
were  received  for  houses  covering  a'oout  half  the  district,  and 
taking  these  figures  as  a  basis  it  seems  reasonable  to  estimate  that 
there  are  about  1000  to  1200  families  vranting  houses  over  the  whole 
district.  Judging  from  applications  alreexy  considered  about  a 
quarter  of  them  can  be  excluded  for  various  reasons  so  that  there 
remains  a  possible  8C0  to  900  families  in  real  need  of  houses,  sjid 
there  will  be  an  additional  number  living  in  unfit  houses  who  are 
not  among  the  applicants.  Of  these  families  there  is  an  estimated 
number  of  l80  young  married  couples  with  no  children  living  in  rooms, 
some  150  with  one  small  child,  and  JO  with  2  small  children.  The 
problem  of  providing  houses  for  these  young  couples  with  one  and 
no  children  is  a  difficult  one,  for  the  majority  of  Council  Houses, 
anddall  the  proposed  new  houses  except  28  temporary  bungalows,  have 
at -least  3  bedrooms,  and  there  is  to  be  expected  a  disinclination 
to  put  2  or  3  persons  into  a  house  with  so  much  extra  accomodation, 
yet  it  i  8  of  the  greatest  importance  for  their  ovm  happiness  and 
for  the  future  of  the  race  that  there  should  not  be  long  delay- in 
them  obtaining  a  house  of  their  own.  In  considering  the  future 
programme  this  problem  need.s  to  be  considered,  similar  accomodation 
^■^ill  also  cater  for  elderly  couples  whose  need.s  are  now  receiving 
more  attention  in  planning  housing  sites  and  when  their  requirements 
have  been  discussed  it  is  generally  suggested,  that  10 f  of  the  new 
houses  shall  be  given  to  old  people. 
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bion  and  Supervision  oi  Foodt 


DWlcoapers  and  Hilksellers  on  Registero 
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:  is  only  in  recent  years  that  one  has  learnt  to  appreciate  the 
reat  advantage  of  milk  as  a  food,  but  its  liability  to  pollution 
3  oart  of  the  spread  of  diseasoe 

jt  A 


tie  ^rholQ  secret  of  the  production  of  clean  milk  is  to  make  sure  that 
lie  milk  comes  into  contact  as  little  as  possible  with  dust  or  dirt 
rom  the  moment  it  is  drawn  from  the  cow  until  the  time  it  leaves  the 
,armA 


be 

11  untensils  should  be  of  a  kind  that  can  should  be 

ilioroughly  sterilized  beforo  using*  To  produce  clean  milk  it  is  very 
aportant  that  a,ll  milk  vessels  should  be  thoroughly  clean*  Paragraph 
ifv  cf  the  "liilk  and  Dairies  Order  I926”  requires  that  all  vessels  used 
liiall  be  thoroughly  washed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  use  and  should  be 
lileansed  with  boiling  water  and  steam  before  being  used  again* 

Ypierienoo  shows  that  the  use  of  boiling  waiter  is  not  efficient  and 
ijOalding  by  stoam  should  be  enforoed*  Xt  is  now  oonolusively  proved  that 
liailure  to  wash  and  sterilize  dairy  utensils  regularly  has  a  greater 


tha  c 


idverse 


HlfGOt 


on  the  bacteriological  content  and  keeping  quality  of  the 


ilk  than  any  other  single  factor 0  At  this  stage  X  must  stress  the 
.Qportanoe  of  a  p’ura  T>ater  supply  which  Is  essential  for  all  purposes 
.n"the  produo1?ion  of  a  olean  milk  supply o 


he  majority  of  dairy  faxms  draw  their  water  supplies  from  private  sources 
I'hioh  are  not  under  constant  official  control,  and  may  possibly  be 
nsuitable  for  dairying  purposes*  Thorough  washing  of  all  utensils  . 

3  very  neoeosary,  but  when  a  water  Bupp?c,y  that  may  become  contaminated 
t  any  time  is  used-  there  is  a  serious  danger  to  the  consumer  of  raw 
■ilk  A 


ihe  cowshed  should  bo 
ihould  r^ach  all  parts 
nd  all  manure  and  dir 
Jid  then  wiped  with  a 


clean,  well  lighted  and  ventilatedo  Natural  light 
of  the  cowshede  The  cows  should  be  well  groomed 
t  should  be  washed  from  the  flanks  tail  and  udder, 
clean,  olotho 


he  milkers  should  be  hss.lthy  and  should  wea^r  oleen  overalls  and  oapc 
iiring  tho  proosos  cf  milling,  and  should  wash  their  hands  as  may  be 
isedsd,  the  milking  stools  should  also  bo  kept  very  clean* 

’  or.:  pleased  to  say  that  great  strides  have  oeen  made  cfy  producers  in  the 
detriot  du.ring  the  oast  year  to  try  and  produce  milk  cf  a  -iret  o.-ass 
luaXityc  I  am  locking  forward  to  better  results  during  the  coming  yesTo 
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,-iLk  ■J^6Gia.l  iJesigna'^ions)  Order 

Tix'^r-j  are  .,u  ,  our  oiGmct  52  larr^is  15.Gcrised  uc  produce  "Tuberculin 
Tested"  ..lilk,  and  44  licensed_  under  the  "Aocreditad' scheoe,  a  lar^’oe 
cu  an  tit  3'  c.t  tue  riiln  ig  retailed.  111  tut;  .Oistricj  and  the  Boroughs 
The  Special  Dcsi gjaations  cf  milk  under  the  above  order  are  "Tuberculin 
Tested";  "Accredited"  and  "Pasteurised,  licenses  uix^.ar  this  order 
authorising  the  use  of  the  dosignaticns  '•Tuberculin  Tested"  and 
"Accredited"  are  granted  by  the  County  Council,  and 
"Pasteurised  oy  the  Rural  .District  Council-, 


t  h  a  de  s  i  gnat  ion 


"  'Tub  e r  cul  i n  T  e  s  t  e  d " 


Tu.berculin  testing  of  all  cows 


"Tuberculin  Testef:  and  Accredited",  .niy  saiuple  of  nilli  shall  satisfy 
a  reethylone  blue  test  and  sha].!  be  found  to  contain  no  Coliform 
Bacillus  in  l/lOO  cf  a  millilitro e- 

During  the  year  the  following  samoles  have  been  taken 


250 

222 

172 


"Tuberculin  Tested" 

'‘Accredited" 

Total  _ _ 

191  of  fnese  failv.d  to  ccnpl3?’  with  the  nacessar’y  tests 

li  e  a  w  t 

The  slaughtering  and  inspecting'  of  all  aninals  is  still  carried 
on  at  the  Ministry  of  Feed's  lopots  In  the  Borcugh  of  Oewostry  and 
t:ay  continue  for  a  le?;  years  longer. 

This  method  cf  central  slcvghtsring  no  doubt  has  its  adva^ntagee, 
all  the  animals  slaughtered  at  the  above  depots  are  inspected 
before-  being  sent'  out  to  the  various  parts  of  the  district;  which 
is  vary  essential.  The  p-ublic  arc  then  assured  cf  a  first  class 
moat  supply/ « 

The  foricw5.ng  nurdDcr  of  animals  'were  Blaughtcrcid  aiid  inspected  by 

V*Trr*C*^l  /.V  A 

V  V.;  V  »-lf>  ^  •’'*  KiJ 

y-.'.r.-p  •v'S  r*  ^ 


y  r»  . 


Depots  do, ring  the  past  twelve 


uatt.L 


o  rJ  0 


*''5’K  C:  cli  , 

J  'v  H  i.'  0 

vT5'|  r'O 

-nun 

424. 

'•  - 

c 

4;  OPO  C 

(;fioneiwi4  1 

rx  r* 

There  are  two  Icnecker  '^o/rds  in  your  District;  one^  at  V/es'ton  Rnyn_ 
md  the  other  ar  F'ri  utlngc-on.  Boi-h  ere  'pericdioally  incpectoa  SU'- 
s.re  kcwc  in  a  most  oatisfactoiy  mra'cncr' 


,  i  (■  *  -- 


other  Foods  2 


Bakehouses  or  other  premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared, 
stored  or  exposed  for  sale,  or  intended  for  sals  are  kept  under 
observatiano 

BQavenfyin/y^ 

Arrangements  for  scavenging  remain  asiin  former  years,  and  considering 
the  soattered  district  also  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen  during 
the  past  year,  both  as  regards  men  and  vehicles  I  consider  the  scheme 
a  success#  ' 

The  collection  and  dispo.sal.  of  house  refuse,  no  doubt  is  a  problem 
and  is  usually  ..undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority.  As  regards  the 
disposal  I  have  been  very  fortunate  during  the  past  year  in  finding 
tips  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  but  those  tips  eventually  get 
filled  up  and  other  methods  of  die^^osal  will  have  to  be  considered  in  tie 
the  near  future# 


1  eim  looking  forward  to  scavenging  those  parts  of  the  district  which 
were  dlsoontinued  during  the  war  owing  to  petrol  restriotio^is,  and 
with  the  prospect  of  a  larger  and  more  up  to  date  scavenging  lorry, 
these  outlying  districts  can  very  well  come  into  the  '' 

The  provision  of  dustbins  is  still  a  problem. and  improvised  bine 
have  been  provided  in  a  good  many  instances  to  remedy  tho  shortage, 
but  these  fall  far  short  of  what  is  required#. 


am  sorry  to  saj'*  that  the  salvaging  of  waste  paper  shows  a  regrettable 

4*  * 


decrease,  but  from  report  that  t  have  rooeived  all  is  not  with 
oolleotions  over  the  whole  country#  Appeals  have  been  made  at 
frequent  Intervals  both  try  the  lUnistry  and  the  B#B#0e,  but  the 
oolleotion  of  waste  paper  has  still  further  declined?  Waste  paper  is 
in  itself  the  principal  material  used  for  paperboard  for  food, 


ceiling  board  for  housing:  packages  for  expo 


et  0  If 


rt  eto,  X  oan  only  hope 

that  householders  and  salvage  stewards  will  try  and  increase 
oolleotions  during  the  next  twelve  months,  the  need  for  waste  paper 
is  still  very  urgent  and  has  not  in  any  way  decreased, 
the  present  low  level  of  recovery  is  due  largely 
part  of  tho  publico 


bat  I  bel  Iva 
0  apathy  on  the 


Housing  Act  1936? 

rw  I  ■  r  ■<>»«. ^  mil  \tm  *  »#»••• 


The  work  of  the  department  in  connection  with  the  reconditioning  of 
houses  for  the  working  classes  has  been  confined  to  oases  where 
complaints  have  been  received. 


There  are  a  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  of  a  vary  low 
standard  ond  in  variable  states  of  soundnoes,  these  no  douot  wil-, 
be  dealt  with  when  the  s’arvey  of  the  district  (which  is  now  in 
progress)  has  been  oompleted# 
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28  notloee  were  serveSTrequiring'aefeots  to  1)0  xeraediod* 

35  houses  were  dealt  with  informally. 

Overorowding:. 

Overoxowding  is  another  aspect  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 
Local  Authorities  are  bound  to  relJ^fivst  Host  of  these  oases  do  not 
oone  to  light  until  applioations  are  made  to  the  Oounoil  for  now 
houses,  but  with  the  survey  of  the  district  now  in  progress  ,  both 
overcrowding  and  the  housing  conditions  generally  can  be  dealt 
with.  It  would  be  a  mistake  on  my  part  to  say  that  there  ore  no 
oases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district.  There  are  no  doubt  a  number 
of  oases  which  are  brought  about  by  natural  causes,  some  of  those 
oases  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  department. 

Verminous  Houses  and  Persons. 

Number  of  bug  infested  houses  dealt  with.  6.' 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruotion  Aot. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  of  the  district  regarding  the 
extent  of  rat  infestation.  Complaints  have  also  been  received 
from  various  householders  that  their  premises  were  Infested  with  t 
rats,  but  after  various  inspections  I  was  able  to  prove  that  these 
so  called  rat  infestations  were  only  a  few  stray  rats  that  hod  found 
their  way  into  the  outbuildings,  these  were  quickly  dealt  with  and 
adirioe  given  such  as  keeping  the  premises  thoroughly  clean,  and  above 
all  leaving  no  food  lying  about. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  results  in  all  oases  were  satisfactory# 
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